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1.  
  

Agency:  Commerce/Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing  

Room no.:   

Building:  Heber M. Wells Building 

Street address 1: 160 East 300 South  

Street address 2:   

City, state, zip: Salt Lake City UT 84111-2316  

Mailing address 1: PO Box 146741  

Mailing address 2:   

City, state, zip: Salt Lake City UT 84114-6741  

Contact person(s): 

Name: Phone: Fax: E-mail: 
Steve Duncombe  801-530-6235  801-530-6511  sduncombe@utah.gov  

        

        
(Interested persons may inspect this filing at the above address or at the Division of Administrative Rules during business hours)

   

2. Title of rule or section (catchline): 

Professional Engineers and Professional Land Surveyors Licensing Act Rule  

3. Type of notice: 
New ___;  Amendment XX;  Repeal ___;  Repeal and Reenact ___ 

4. Purpose of the rule or reason for the change: 
The Division and the Professional Engineers and Professional Land Surveyors Board have reviewed the rule and 
determined that amendments need to be made to improve uniformity with nationally accepted standards and 
requirements for professional engineers and professional land surveyors as recognized by the National Council of 
Examiners for Engineering and Surveying (NCEES).   

5. This change is a response to comments from the Administrative Rules Review Committee. 
No XXX;  Yes ___ 

6. Summary of the rule or change: 



Subsection R156-22-302b: This clarifies that a foreign educated engineer may correct any deficiencies in course work 
reflected by an NCEES credential evaluation. It also updates the education requirement for professional land surveyors 
in the same fashion. The current rule requires that applicants with deficiencies beyond those listed in Subsection R156-
22-302(b)(1)(c) complete an entire new degree before qualifying for licensure. The proposed amendments make it 
possible for those applicants with educational deficiencies to correct them by completing individual classes rather than 
new degrees. Changes should result in a cost savings for some applicants. However, the Division is not able to 
determine an exact amount. Subsection R156-22-302c: This clarifies the verification of experience requirement of an 
applicant for licensure as an engineer when that verification is provided by an unlicensed individual. The change also 
provides that a professional land surveyor may receive qualifying experience for completion of a masters degree or 
doctorate degree in land surveying or geomatics. The current rule requires that all applicants complete four years of 
experience. The proposed changes would decrease the number of required hours of experience for applicants with a 
masters or doctorate degree in land surveying or geomatics. These changes will result in a cost savings for professional 
land surveyor applicants with a masters or doctorate degree in land surveying or geomatics. The average entry level 
salary for a land surveyor intern is $40,000 per year. An intern with the minimum required education can expect the 
average internship to last four years at that same rate. Conversely, a land surveyor intern with a masters degree can 
expect a pay increase of $12,000 per year upon successful completion of the third year of the internship and obtaining 
licensure. Similarly a land surveyor intern with a doctorate degree can expect the same increase upon successful 
completion of the second year of the internship and obtaining licensure. It is assumed that the cost of obtaining an 
advanced degree will offset some of the savings. Subsection R156-22-302d: This removes the experience requirement  
prior to sitting for the Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination (PE) and the Principles and Practice in 
Surveying Examination (PS). The changes may result in a cost savings for some applicants as they are able to take the 
examinations upon successful completion of their education and passing of the Fundamentals Examinations 
respectively. As such, the rate of passing the Principles and Practice Exams on the first attempt is expected to be much 
higher, thereby alleviating additional costs incurred by prospective licensees for supplementary education or preparatory 
study classes. The change potentially would also make the applicant more valuable to prospective employers as they 
would be recruiting an individual that has already successfully completed the exams. However, the Division is not able 
to estimate these cost savings. Subsection R156-22-304: This clarifies the Continuing Education  
(CE) requirement by including the terms “ethics”, “business” and “technical content” which provide direction as to the 
qualified CE topics that may be obtained to enhance the licensee’s professional practice. The change also raises the 
required CE from 24 hours to 30 hours while maintaining the respective maximum credit ratios for teaching; preparing 
papers, articles or books; and serving on committees or in leadership roles for the development and improvement of the 
profession. Many of the local professional associations and societies recognize that with the ongoing increase of 
technology and innovation within the professions, this added education and training is becoming more essential to 
maintain industry expectations. Additionally, it assumes that Utah’s professional engineer and surveyor applicants  
are among the most qualified to provide professional advice and service to the public. While it should not be the only 
reason for the change, it cannot be overlooked that 82 percent of the states, four of which surround Utah, require 30 
hours of CE per biennial renewal period. This change would bring Utah current with the recognized national standard 
and into agreement with the NCEES model rules. Subsection R156-22-305: This clarifies the CE requirement needed to 
reactivate an inactive license. The change is needed to coincide with the CE requirement provided in Subsection R156-
22-304. Subsection R156-22-502: This change embodies the Board’s request to include in full text a more detailed 
reworking of the NCEES model "Rules of Professional Conduct". The official NCEES model "Rules of Professional 
Conduct" were previously only incorporated by reference. 

7. Aggregate anticipated cost or savings to: 

A) State budget: 

  Affected:   No ___;  Yes XXX 

The Division will incur minimal costs of approximately $75.00 to print and distribute the rule once the proposed 
amendments are made effective.  Any costs incurred will be absorbed in the Division's current budget.   

B) Local government: 

  Affected:   No XXX;  Yes ___ 

The proposed amendments only apply to licensed professional engineers, professional structural engineers and 
professional land surveyors  and applicants for licensure in those classifications.  As a result, the proposed amendments 
do not apply to local governments. 

C) Small businesses ("small business" means a business employing fewer than 50 persons): 

  Affected:   No ___;  Yes XXX 



The proposed amendments only apply to licensed professional engineers, professional structural engineers and 
professional land surveyors and applicants for licensure in those classifications.  The proposed amendments may 
result in a cost savings for some applicants as they are able to take the corresponding Principles and Practices 
Examinations upon successful completion of their education and passing of the Fundamental Examinations. The change 
would make the applicant more marketable to potential employers and allow the applicant to secure gainful employment 
much sooner. In addition, the changes would result in a cost savings for small business employers by allowing them to 
more timely identify qualified prospective employees who have successfully passed the Principles and Practice 
Examinations prior to completing an internship or garnering any design-specific experience. However, the Division is 
not able to estimate these savings.  It should also be noted that companies, who may qualify as a small business, who 
provide continuing education courses to professional engineers, professional structural engineers and professional land 
surveyors may see an increase in business due to the additional six continuing education hours required of licensees 
every two years. 

D) Persons other than small businesses, businesses, or local government entities ("person" means any individual, 
partnership, corporation, association, governmental entity, or public or private organization of any character other than 
an agency): 

  Affected:   No ___;  Yes XXX 

The proposed amendments only apply to licensed professional engineers, professional structural engineers and 
professional land surveyors and applicants for licensure in those classifications. The proposed amendments will have a 
minimal cost to the affected persons beyond what is currently identified in statute and rule. The professional engineers 
and professional land surveyors should benefit from savings as a result of the changes corresponding to the experience 
requirements as referenced in Subsection R156-22-302d and the modifications related to correcting educational 
deficiencies as described in Subsection R156-22-302b. The continuing education change should have an overall positive 
impact for the professions with minimal cost to the applicant or licensee. Engineers and land surveyors currently expect 
to pay an average of $15 to $30 per CE credit, and this change equates to an increase of $90 to $180 for the additional 
six hours of CE per biennial renewal period for a biennial aggregate amount ranging from  $879,660    to $1,759,320 for 
all currently licensed 9,774 professional engineers, professional structural engineers and professional land surveyors. 

8. Compliance costs for affected persons: 
The proposed amendments only apply to licensed professional engineers, professional structural engineers and 
professional land surveyors and applicants for licensure in those classifications. The proposed amendments will have a 
minimal cost to the affected persons beyond what is currently identified in statute and rule. The professional engineers 
and professional land surveyors should benefit from savings as a result of the changes corresponding to the experience 
requirements as referenced in Subsection R156-22-302d and the modifications related to correcting educational 
deficiencies as described in Subsection R156-22-302b. The Division, however, is not able to estimate an exact savings 
amount.  The continuing education change should have an overall positive impact for the professions with minimal cost 
to the licensee. Engineers and land surveyors currently expect to pay an average of $15 to $30 per CE credit hour, and 
this change equates to an increase of $90 to $180 for the additional six hours of CE per biennial renewal period  

9. A) Comments by the department head on the fiscal impact the rule may have on businesses: 
As explained in the rule analysis, this filing modifies education and experience requirements for licensure as an engineer 
or land surveyor.  While some of the proposed modifications are anticipated to reduce the costs of licensure, others 
might have attendant costs; for example, those attendant to obtaining an advanced degree.  Regardless, the fiscal impact 
is anticipated to affect individuals rather than businesses.  This filing also increases the number of continuing education 
hours required to renew a license.  The associated costs, which will vary, are expected to impact individuals rather than 
businesses.  Finally, this filing adds specificity as to the activities that may constitute unprofessional conduct.  
Complying with these standards of conduct is not anticipated to pose a fiscal impact to individuals or businesses. 

B) Name and title of department head commenting on the fiscal impacts: 
Francine A. Giani, Executive Director 

10. This rule change is authorized or mandated by state law, and implements or interprets the following state and 
federal laws. 
State code or constitution citations (required) (e.g., Section 63G-3-402; Subsection 63G-3-601(3); Article IV) : 

Section 58-22-201 Subsection 58-1-106(1)(a) 

Subsection 58-1-202(1)(a)  

  

11. This rule adds, updates, or removes the following title of materials incorporated by references  (a copy of 
materials incorporated by reference must be submitted to the Division of Administrative Rules; if none, leave blank): 



First Incorporation Second Incorporation 

Official Title of Materials
Incorporated (from title page)

Rules of Professional Conduct  

Publisher National Council of Examiners for 
Engineering and Surveying 
(NCEES).   

 

Date Issued   

Issue, or version August 2010  

ISBN Number (optional)   

ISSN Number (optional)   

Cost of Incorporated Reference   

Action: Adds, updates, or removes Removes  

(If this rule incorporates more than two items by reference, please attach additional pages) 

12. The public may submit written or oral comments to the agency identified in box 1.  (The public may also request a 
hearing by submitting a written request to the agency. The agency is required to hold a hearing if it receives requests 
from ten interested persons or from an association having not fewer than ten members. Additionally, the request must be 
received by the agency not more than 15 days after the publication of this rule in the Utah State Bulletin.  See Section 
63G-3-302 and Rule R15-1 for more information.) 

A) Comments will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. on (mm/dd/yyyy): 03/31/2014 

B)  A public hearing (optional) will be held: 
On (mm/dd/yyyy):   At (hh:mm AM/PM): At (place): 

03/19/2014 9:00 AM 160 East 300 South, Conference Room 402 
(4th floor), Salt Lake City, Utah 

   

   

   

13. This rule change may become effective on (mm/dd/yyyy):  04/07/2014 

NOTE: The date above is the date on which this rule MAY become effective. It is NOT the effective date. After the date 
designated in Box 12(A) above, the agency must  submit a Notice of Effective Date to the Division of Administrative 
Rules to make this rule effective. Failure to submit a Notice of Effective Date will result in this rule lapsing and will 
require the agency to start the rulemaking process over. 

14. Indexing information -- keywords (maximum of four, in lower case, except for acronyms (e.g., "GRAMA") or proper 
nouns (e.g., "Medicaid"); may not include the name of the agency: 

professional land surveyors professional engineers 

professional structural engineers  

15. Attach an RTF document containing the text of this rule change 
(filename): 

R156-22.pro 

To the agency:  Information requested on this form is required by Sections 63G-3-301, 302, 303, and 402. Incomplete forms 
will be returned to the agency for completion, possibly delaying publication in the Utah State Bulletin, and delaying the first 
possible effective date. 

AGENCY AUTHORIZATION 
Agency head or 
designee, and title: 

Mark B. Steinagel, Director  Date 
(mm/dd/yyyy):

01/24/2014 

eRules v. 2: ProposedRule.doc  09/03/2009 (http://www.rules.utah.gov/agencyresources/forms/ProposedRule.doc) 
 



R156.  Commerce, Occupational and Professional Licensing. 

R156-22.  Professional Engineers and Professional Land Surveyors Licensing 

Act Rule. 

R156-22-302b.  Qualifications for Licensure - Education Requirements. 

 (1)  Education requirements - Professional Engineer and Professional 

Structural Engineer. 

In accordance with Subsections 58-22-302(1)(d) and 58-22-302(2)(d), the 

engineering program criteria is established as one of the following: 

 (a)  The bachelors or post graduate engineering program shall be 

accredited by EAC/ABET or the Canadian Engineering Accrediting Board 

(CEAB). 

 (b)  The post graduate engineering degree, when not accredited by 

EAC/ABET or CEAB, shall be earned from an institution which offers a 

bachelors or masters degree in an engineering program accredited by 

EAC/ABET or CEAB in the same specific engineering discipline as the earned 

post graduate degree and the applicant is responsible to demonstrate that 

the combined engineering related coursework taken (both undergraduate and 

post graduate) included coursework that meets or exceeds the engineering 

related coursework required for the EAC/ABET accreditation for the 

bachelor degree program. 

 (c)  If the degree was earned in a foreign country, the engineering 

curriculum shall be determined by the NCEES Credentials Evaluations, 

formerly known as the Center for Professional Engineering Education 

Services (CPEES), to fulfill the required curricular content of the NCEES 

Engineering Education Standard.  [Only d]Deficiencies in course work 

reflected in the credential evaluation[in the humanities, social sciences 

and liberal arts and no more than five semester hours in math, science or 

engineering, not to exceed a total of 10 semester hours noted by the 

credentials evaluation] may be satisfied by successfully completing the 

deficiencies in course work at a recognized college or university approved 

by the Division in collaboration with the Board.  Engineering course work 

deficiencies must be completed at an EAC/ABET approved program. 

 (d)  A TAC/ABET accredited degree is not acceptable to meet the 

qualifications for licensure as a professional engineer or a professional 

structural engineer. 

 (2)  Education requirements - Professional Land Surveyor. 

In accordance with Subsection 58-22-302(3)(d), an applicant applying for 

licensure as a professional land surveyor shall verify completion of one 

of the following land surveying programs affiliated with an institution 

that is recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation 

(CHEA) and approved by the Division in collaboration with the Board: 

 (a)  an associates in applied science degree in land surveying or 

geomatics; 

 (b)  a bachelors, masters or doctorate degree in land surveying or 

geomatics; 

 (c)  an equivalent land surveying program that includes completion of 

a bachelors, masters or doctorate degree in a field relation to land 



surveying or geomatics comprised[an equivalent land surveying program for 

licensure as a professional land surveyor is defined as an earned 

bachelors or higher education degree and completion] of a minimum of 30 

semester hours or 42 quarter hours of course work in land surveying or 

geomatics which shall include the following courses: 

 ([a]i)  [A ]successful completion of a minimum of one course in each 

of the following content areas: 

 ([i]A)  boundary law; 

 ([ii]B)  writing legal descriptions; 

 ([iii]C)  photogrammetry; 

 ([iv]D)  public land survey system; 

 ([v]E)  studies in land records or land record systems; and 

 ([vi]F)  surveying field techniques; and[.] 

 ([b]ii)  [T]completion of the remainder of the 30 semester hours or 

42 quarter hours [may be made up of successful completion of courses ]from 

any or all of the following content areas: 

 ([i]A)  algebra, calculus, geometry, statistics, trigonometry, not to 

exceed six semester hours or eight quarter hours; 

 ([ii]B)  control systems; 

 ([iii]C)  drafting, not to exceed six semester hours or eight quarter 

hours; 

 ([iv]D)  geodesy; 

 ([v]E)  geographic information systems; 

 ([vi]F)  global positioning systems; 

 ([vii]G)  land development; and 

 ([viii]H)  survey instrumentation[.]; or 

[ (c)  The degree and courses shall be completed in an education 

institution accredited by one of the following: 

 (i)  Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools; 

 (ii)  New England Association of Colleges and Schools; 

 (iii)  North Central Association of Colleges and Schools; 

 (iv)  Northwest Commission on College and Universities; 

 (v)  Southern Association of Colleges and Schools; or 

 (vi)  Western Association of Schools and Colleges.] 

 (d)  an equivalent land surveying program that includes completion of 

a bachelors, masters or doctorate degree in a field related to land 

surveying or geomatics that does not include some of the course work 

specified in (c)(i) or (ii), or both, as part of the degree program, 

provided that the deficient requirements specified in (c)(i) or (ii), or 

both, have been completed post degree; and 

 (e)  [I]if the degree was earned in a foreign country, the land 

surveying curriculum shall be determined by the NCEES Credential 

Evaluations, formerly known as the Center for Professional Engineering 

Education Services (CPEES), to fulfill the required curricular content of 

the NCEES Education Standard.  [Only d]Deficiencies in course work 

reflected in the credential evaluation[in the humanities, social sciences 

and liberal arts and no more than five semester hours in math, science or 



land surveying, not to exceed a total of 10 semester hours noted by the 

credential evaluation,] may be satisfied by successfully completing the 

deficiencies in course work at a recognized college or university approved 

by the Division in collaboration with the Board. 

 

R156-22-302c.  Qualifications for Licensure - Experience Requirements. 

 (1)  General Requirements.  These general requirements apply to all 

applicants under this chapter and are in addition to the specific license 

requirements in Subsections (2), (3) and (4). 

 (a)  2,000 hours of work experience constitutes one year (12 months) 

of work experience. 

 (b)  No more than 2,000 hours of work experience can be claimed in 

any 12 month period. 

 (c)  Experience shall be progressive on projects that are of 

increasing quality and requiring greater responsibility. 

 (d)  Only experience of an engineering, structural engineering or 

surveying nature, as appropriate for the specific license, is acceptable. 

 (e)  Experience is not acceptable if it is obtained in violation of 

applicable statutes or rules. 

 (f)  Unless otherwise provided in this Subsection (1)(g), experience 

shall be gained under the direct supervision of a person licensed in the 

profession for which the license application is submitted.  Supervision of 

an intern by another intern is not permitted. 

 (g)  Experience is also acceptable when obtained in a work setting 

where licensure is not required or is exempted from licensure 

requirements, including experience obtained in the armed services if: 

 (i)  the experience is performed under the supervision of qualified 

persons and the applicant provides verifications of the credentials of the 

supervisor; and 

 (ii)  the experience gained is equivalent to work performed by an 

intern obtaining experience under a licensed supervisor in a licensed or 

civilian setting, and the applicant provides verification of the nature of 

the experience. 

 (h)  Proof of supervision.  The supervisor shall provide to the 

applicant the certificate of qualifying experience in a sealed envelope 

with the supervisor's seal stamped across the seal flap of the envelope, 

which the applicant shall submit with the application for licensure. 

 (i)  In the event the supervisor is unavailable or refuses to provide 

a certification of qualifying experience, the applicant shall submit a 

complete explanation of why the supervisor is unavailable and submit 

verification of the experience by alternative means acceptable to the 

Board, which shall demonstrate that the work was profession-related work,  

competently performed, and sufficient accumulated experience for the 

applicant to be granted a license without jeopardy to the public health, 

safety or welfare. 

 (j)  In addition to the supervisor's documentation, the applicant 

shall submit: 



 (i)  at least one verification [of qualifying experience ]from a 

person licensed in the profession who has personal knowledge of the 

applicant's knowledge, ability and competence to practice in the 

profession applied for; or 

 (ii)  if a person verifying the applicant's credentials is not 

licensed in the profession: 

 (A)  at least one verification from the unlicensed person; and 

 (B)  a written explanation as to why the unlicensed person is best 

qualified to verify the applicant's knowledge, ability and competence to 

practice in the profession applied for. 

 (k)  Duties and responsibilities of a supervisor.  The duties and 

responsibilities of a licensee under Subsection (1)(f) or other qualified 

person under Subsection (1)(g) include the following. 

 (i)  A person may not serve as a supervisor for more than one firm. 

 (ii)  A person who renders occasional, part time or consulting 

services to or for a firm may not serve as a supervisor. 

 (iii)  The supervisor shall be in responsible charge of the projects 

assigned and is professionally responsible for the acts and practices of 

the supervisee. 

 (iv)  The supervision shall be conducted in a setting in which the 

supervisor is independent from control by the supervisee and in which the 

ability of the supervisor to supervise and direct the practice of the 

supervisee is not compromised. 

 (v)  The supervisor shall be available for advice, consultation and 

direction consistent with the standards and ethics of the profession. 

 (vi)  The supervisor shall provide periodic review of the work 

assigned to the supervisee. 

 (vii)  The supervisor shall monitor the performance of the supervisee 

for compliance with laws, standards and ethics applicable to the 

profession. 

 (viii)  The supervisor shall provide supervision only to a supervisee 

who is an employee of a licensed professional or alternatively in a 

setting wherein both the supervisor and the supervisee are engaged in a 

work setting in which the work is exempt from licensure requirements. 

 (ix)  The supervisor shall submit appropriate documentation to the 

Division with respect to all work completed by the supervisee during the 

period of supervised experience, including the supervisor's evaluation of 

the supervisee's competence to practice in the profession. 

 (x)  The supervisor shall assure each supervisee has obtained the 

degree which is a prerequisite to the intern beginning to obtain 

qualifying experience. 

 (2)  Experience Requirements - Professional Engineer. 

 (a)  In accordance with Subsection 58-22-302(1)(e), an applicant for 

licensure as a professional engineer shall complete the following 

qualifying experience requirements: 

 (i)  Submit verification of qualifying experience, obtained while 

under the supervision of one or more licensed professional engineers, 



which experience has been certified by the licensed professional who 

provided the supervision documenting completion of a minimum of four years 

of full time or equivalent part time qualifying experience in professional 

engineering approved by the Division in collaboration with the Board in 

accordance with the following: 

 (A)  The qualifying experience shall be obtained after meeting the 

education requirements. 

 (B)  A maximum of three of the four years of qualifying experience 

may be approved by the Board as follows: 

 (I)  A maximum of three years of qualifying experience may be granted 

for teaching advanced engineering subjects in a college or university 

offering an engineering curriculum accredited by EAC\ABET. 

 (II)  A maximum of three years of qualifying experience may be 

granted for conducting research in a college or university offering an 

engineering curriculum accredited by EAC/ABET provided the research is 

under the supervision of a licensed professional and is directly related 

to the practice of engineering, as long as such research has not been 

credited towards the education requirements.  Therefore research which is 

included as part of the classwork, thesis or dissertation or similar work 

is not acceptable as additional work experience. 

 (III)  A maximum of one year of qualifying experience may be granted 

for completion of a masters degree in engineering provided that both the 

earned bachelors and masters degree in engineering meet the program 

criteria set forth in Subsection R156-22-302b(1). 

 (IV)  A maximum of two years of qualifying experience may be granted 

for completion of a doctorate degree in engineering provided that both the 

earned bachelors or masters degree and doctorate degree in engineering 

meet the program criteria set forth in Subsection R156-22-302b(1). 

 (b)  The performance or supervision of construction work as a 

contractor, foreman or superintendent is not qualifying experience for 

licensure as a professional engineer. 

 (c)  Experience should include demonstration of, knowledge, 

application, and practical solutions using engineering mathematics, 

physical and applied science, properties of materials and the fundamental 

principles of engineering design. 

 (3)  Experience Requirements - Professional Structural Engineer. 

 (a)  In accordance with Subsection 58-22-302(2)(e), each applicant 

shall submit verification of three years of full time or equivalent part 

time professional structural engineering experience obtained while under 

the supervision of one or more licensed professional structural engineers, 

which experience is certified by the licensed structural engineer 

supervisor and is in addition to the qualifying experience required for 

licensure as a professional engineer. 

 (b)  The qualifying experience shall be obtained after meeting the 

education requirements. 

 (c)  Professional structural engineering experience shall include 

responsible charge of structural design in one or more of the following 



areas: 

 (i)  structural design of any building or structure two stories and 

more, or 45 feet in height, located in a region of moderate or high 

seismic risk designed in accordance with current codes adopted pursuant to 

Section 58-56-4; 

 (ii)  structural design for a major seismic retrofit/rehabilitation 

of an existing building or structure located in a region of moderate or 

high seismic risk; or 

 (iii)  structural design of any other structure of comparable 

structural complexity. 

 (d)  Professional structural engineering experience shall include 

structural design in all of the following areas: 

 (i)  use of three of the following four materials as they relate to 

the design, rehabilitation or investigation of buildings or structures: 

 (A)  steel; 

 (B)  concrete; 

 (C)  wood; or 

 (D)  masonry; 

 (ii)  selection of framing systems including the consideration of 

alternatives and the selection of an appropriate system for the 

interaction of structural components to support vertical and lateral 

loads; 

 (iii)  selection of foundation systems including the consideration of 

alternatives and the selection of an appropriate type of foundation system 

to support the structure; 

 (iv)  design and detailing for the transfer of forces between stories 

in multi-story buildings or structures; 

 (v)  application of lateral design in the design of the buildings or 

structures in addition to any wind design requirements; and 

 (vi)  application of the local, state and federal code requirements 

as they relate to design loads, materials, and detailing. 

 (4)  Experience Requirements - Professional Land Surveyor. 

 (a)  In accordance with Subsection 58-22-302(3)(d), each applicant 

for licensure as a professional land surveyor shall submit verification of 

four years of full time or equivalent part time qualifying experience in 

land surveying obtained under the supervision of one or more licensed 

professional land surveyors which experience may be obtained before, 

during or after completing the education requirements for licensure.   The 

experience shall be certified by the licensed professional land surveyor 

supervisor. 

 (b)  The four years of qualifying experience shall comply with the 

following: 

 (i)  two years of experience [should be ]specific to field surveying 

with actual "hands on" surveying, including all of the following: 

 (A)  operation of various instrumentation; 

 (B)  review and understanding of plan and plat data; 

 (C)  public land survey systems; 



 (D)  calculations; 

 (E)  traverse; 

 (F)  staking procedures; 

 (G)  field notes and manipulation of various forms of data 

encountered in horizontal and vertical studies; and 

 (ii)  two years of experience [should be ]specific to office 

surveying, including all of the following: 

 (A)  drafting (includes computer plots and layout); 

 (B)  reduction of notes and field survey data; 

 (C)  research of public records; 

 (D)  preparation and evaluation of legal descriptions; and 

 (E)  preparation of survey related drawings, plats and record of 

survey maps. 

 (c)  A maximum of one year of qualifying experience may be granted 

for completion of a masters degree in land surveying or geomatics. 

 (d)  A maximum of two years of qualifying experience may be granted 

for completion of a doctorate degree in land surveying or geomatics. 

 

R156-22-302d.  Qualifications for Licensure - Examination Requirements. 

 (1)  Examination Requirements - Professional Engineer. 

 (a)  In accordance with Subsection 58-22-302(1)(f), the examination 

requirements for licensure as a professional engineer are defined, 

clarified or established as the following: 

 (i)  the NCEES FE examination with a passing score as established by 

the NCEES except that an applicant who has completed one of the following 

is not required to pass the FE examination: 

 (A)  a Ph.D. or doctorate degree in engineering from an institution 

that offers EAC/ABET undergraduate programs in the Ph.D. field of 

engineering; or 

 (B)  A Ph.D. or doctorate degree in engineering from a foreign 

institution if the engineering curriculum is determined by the NCEES 

Credentials Evaluations, formerly known as the Center for Professional 

Engineering Education Services (CPEES), to fulfill the required curricular 

content of the NCEES Engineering Education Standard. 

 (ii)  the NCEES PE examination or the NCEES SE examination with a 

passing score as established by the NCEES; and 

 (iii)  pass all questions on the open book, take home Utah Law and 

Rules Examination, which is included as part of the license application 

form. 

 (b)  If an applicant was approved by the Division of Occupational and 

Professional Licensing to take the examinations required for licensure as 

an engineer under prior Utah statutes and rules and did take and pass all 

examinations required under such prior rules, the prior examinations will 

be acceptable to qualify for reinstatement of licensure rather than the 

examinations specified under Subsection R156-22-302d(1)(a). 

 (c)  Prior to submitting an application for pre-approval to sit for 

the NCEES PE examination, an applicant [must have]shall successfully 



complete[d three out of the four years of the qualifying experience 

requirements set forth in Subsection R156-22-302c(1) after having 

successfully completed] the education requirements set forth in Subsection 

R156-22-302b(1). 

 (d)  The admission criteria to sit for the NCEES FE examination is 

set forth in Section 58-22-306. 

 (2)  Examination Requirements - Professional Structural Engineer. 

 (a)  In accordance with Subsection 58-22-302(2)(f), the examination 

requirements for licensure as a professional structural engineer are 

established as the following: 

 (i)  as part of the application for license, pass all questions on 

the open book, take home Utah Law and Rules Examination. 

 (ii)  the NCEES FE examination with a passing score as established by 

the NCEES; 

 (iii)(A)  the NCEES SE examination; 

 (B)  prior to April 2011, the NCEES Structural I and Structural II 

Examinations with a passing score as established by the NCEES; 

 (C)  prior to January 1, 2004, an equivalent 16-hour state written 

examination with a passing score; or 

 (D)  the NCEES Structural II exam and an equivalent 8-hour state 

written examination with a passing score. 

 (b)  Prior to submitting an application for pre-approval to sit for 

the NCEES SE examination, an applicant must have successfully completed 

two out of the three years of the experience requirements set forth in 

Subsection R156-22-302c(3). 

 (3)  Examination Requirements - Professional Land Surveyor. 

 (a)  In accordance with Subsection 58-22-302(3)(e), the examination 

requirements for licensure as a professional land surveyor are established 

as the following: 

 (i) the NCEES FS examination with a passing score as established by 

the NCEES; 

 (ii)  the NCEES PS examination with a passing score as established by 

the NCEES; and 

 (iii)  the Utah Local Practice Examination with a passing score of at 

least 75.  An applicant who fails the Utah Local Practice Examination may 

retake the examination as follows: 

 (A)  no sooner than 30 days following any failure, up to three 

failures; and 

 (B)  no sooner than six months following any failure thereafter. 

 (b)  Prior to submitting an application for pre-approval to sit for 

the NCEES PS examination, an applicant shall successfully complete the 

education requirement set forth in Subsection R156-22-302b(2)[ and three 

out of the four years of the qualifying experience requirements set forth 

in Subsection R156-22-302c(4)]. 

 (4)  Examination Requirements for Licensure by Endorsement. 

 In accordance with Subsection 58-22-302(4)(d)(ii), the examination 

requirements for licensure by endorsement are established as follows: 



 (a)  Professional Engineer: An applicant for licensure as a 

professional engineer by endorsement shall comply with the examination 

requirements in Subsection R156-22-302d(1) except that the Board may waive 

one or more of the following examinations under the following conditions: 

 (i)  the NCEES FE examination for an applicant who is a principal for 

five of the last seven years preceding the date of the license application 

and who was not required to pass the NCEES FE examination for initial 

licensure from the recognized jurisdiction the applicant was originally 

licensed; 

 (ii)  the NCEES PE examination for an applicant who is a principal 

for five of the last seven years preceding the date of the license 

application, who has been licensed for 10 years preceding the date of the 

license application, and who was not required to pass the NCEES PE 

examination for initial licensure from the recognized jurisdiction the 

applicant was originally licensed. 

 (b)  Professional Structural Engineer: An applicant for licensure as 

a professional structural engineer by endorsement shall comply with the 

examination requirements in Subsection R156-22-302d(2) except that the 

Board may waive the NCEES FE examination for an applicant who is a 

principal for five of the last seven years preceding the date of the 

license application and who was not required to pass the NCEES FE 

examination for initial licensure from the recognized jurisdiction the 

applicant was originally licensed. 

 (c)  Professional Land Surveyor: An applicant for licensure as a 

professional land surveyor by endorsement shall comply with the 

examination requirements in Subsection R156-22-302d(3) except that the 

Board may waive either the NCEES FS examination or the NCEES PS 

examination or both to an applicant who is a principal for five of the 

last seven years preceding the date of the license application and who was 

not required to pass the NCEES FS examination or the NCEES PS examination 

for initial licensure from the recognized jurisdiction the applicant was 

originally licensed. 

 

R156-22-304.  Continuing Education for Professional Engineers, 

Professional Structural Engineers and Professional Land Surveyors. 

 In accordance with Subsection 58-22-303(2) and Section 58-22-304, the 

qualifying continuing professional education standards for professional 

engineers, professional structural engineers and professional land 

surveyors are established as follows: 

 (1)  During each two year period ending on March 31 of each odd 

numbered year, a licensed professional engineer, professional structural 

engineer and professional land surveyor shall [be required to ]complete 

not fewer than [24]30 hours of qualified professional education directly 

related to the ethics, business and technical content aimed at 

maintaining, improving, or expanding the skills and knowledge relevant to 

the licensee's professional practice. 

 (2)  The required number of hours of professional education for an 



individual who first becomes licensed during the two year period shall be 

decreased in a pro-rata amount equal to any part of that two year period 

preceding the date on which that individual first became licensed. 

 (3)  Qualified continuing professional education under this section 

shall: 

 (a)  have an identifiable clear statement of purpose and defined 

objective for the educational program directly related to the practice of 

a professional engineer, professional structural engineer, or professional 

land surveyor; 

 (b)  be relevant to the licensee's professional practice; 

 (c)  be presented in a competent, well organized and sequential 

manner consistent with the stated purpose and objective of the program; 

 (d)  be prepared and presented by individuals who are qualified by 

education, training and experience; and 

 (e)  have associated with it a competent method of registration of 

individuals who actually completed the professional education program and 

records of that registration and completion are available for review. 

 (4)  Credit for qualified continuing professional education shall be 

recognized in accordance with the following: 

 (a)  unlimited hours shall be recognized for professional education 

completed in blocks of time of not less than one hour in formally 

established classroom courses, seminars, or conferences; 

 (b)  a maximum of [12]15 hours per two year period may be recognized 

for teaching in a college or university or for teaching qualified 

continuing professional education courses in the field of professional 

engineering, professional structural engineering or professional land 

surveying, provided it is the first time the material has been taught 

during the preceding 12 months; 

 (c)  a maximum of [four]five hours per two year period may be 

recognized for preparation of papers, articles, or books directly related 

to the practice of professional engineering, professional structural 

engineering or professional land surveying and submitted for publication; 

and 

 (d)  a maximum of [eight]ten hours per two year period may be 

recognized at the rate of one hour for each hour served on committees or 

in leadership roles in any state, national or international organization 

for the development and improvement of the profession of professional 

engineering, professional structural engineering or professional land 

surveying but no more than [four]five of the [eight]ten hours may be 

obtained from such activity in any one organization; 

 (e)  unlimited hours may be recognized for continuing education that 

is provided via Internet or through home study courses provided the course 

verifies registration and participation in the course by means of a test 

which demonstrates that the participant has learned the material 

presented. 

 (5)  A licensee shall be responsible for maintaining records of 

completed qualified continuing professional education for a period of four 



years after close of the two year period to which the records pertain.  It 

is the responsibility of the licensee to maintain information with respect 

to qualified continuing professional education to demonstrate it meets the 

requirements under this section. 

 (6)  If a licensee exceeds the [24]30 hours of qualified continuing 

professional education during the two year period, the licensee may carry 

forward a maximum of [12]15 hours of qualified continuing professional 

education into the next two year period. 

 (7)  Any licensee who fails to timely complete the continuing 

education required by this rule shall be required to complete double the 

number of hours missed to be eligible for renewal or reinstatement of 

licensure. 

 (8)  Any applicant for reinstatement who was not in compliance with 

the continuing education requirement at the time of the expiration of 

licensure shall be required to complete [24]30 hours of continuing 

education complying with this rule within two years prior to the date of 

application for reinstatement of licensure. 

 (9)  The Division may waive continuing education in accordance with 

Section R156-1-308d. 

 

R156-22-305.  Inactive Status. 

 (1)  The requirements for inactive licensure specified in Subsection 

R156-1-305(3) shall also include certification that the professional 

engineer, professional structural engineer or professional land surveyor 

licensee shall not engage in the profession for which the license was 

issued while the license is on inactive status except to identify the 

individual as an inactive licensee. 

 (2)  A license, prior to being placed on inactive status, shall be 

active and in good standing. 

 (3)  Inactive status licensees are not required to fulfill the 

continuing education requirement. 

 (4)  In addition to the requirements in Subsection R156-1-305(6) to 

reactivate an inactive license, a licensee shall provide documentation 

that the licensee, within two years of the license being reactivated, 

completed [24]30 hours of continuing education. 

 (5)  Prior to a license being reactivated, a licensee shall meet the 

requirements for license renewal. 

 

R156-22-502.  Unprofessional Conduct. 

 "Unprofessional conduct" includes: 

 (1)  submitting an incomplete final plan, specification, report or 

set of construction plans to: 

 (a)  a client, when the licensee represents, or could reasonably 

expect the client to consider the plan, specification, report or set of 

construction plans to be complete and final; or 

 (b)  to a building official for the purpose of obtaining a building 

permit; 



 (2)  failing as a principal to exercise responsible charge; 

 (3)  failing as a supervisor to exercise supervision of an employee, 

subordinate, associate or drafter; or 

 (4)  [failing to conform to the accepted and recognized standards and 

ethics of the profession including those stated in the "Rules of 

Professional Conduct", as published in the NCEES Model Rules, revised 

August 2010, which is hereby incorporated by reference.]failing, in the 

performance of services for clients, employers, and customers to be 

cognizant that the first and foremost responsibility is to the public 

welfare; 

 (5)  failing to hold paramount the duty to safeguard life, health, 

property and public welfare by approving and sealing only those design 

documents and surveys that conform to accepted engineering and surveying 

standards; 

 (6)  failing to notify an employer, client, or other such authority 

as may be appropriate when the licensee's professional judgment is 

overruled under circumstances where the life, health, property, or welfare 

of the public is endangered. 

 (7)  failing to be objective and truthful, or failing to include all 

relevant and pertinent information, in professional reports, statements, 

or testimony; 

 (8)  expressing a professional opinion publicly when it is not 

founded upon an adequate knowledge of the facts and a competent evaluation 

of the subject matter; 

 (9)  issuing statements, criticisms, or arguments on technical 

matters in circumstances where such statements, arguments or criticisms, 

are inspired or paid for by interested parties, unless the licensee 

explicitly identifies the interested parties on whose behalf the licensee 

is speaking and reveals any interest the licensee has in the matters; 

 (10)  permitting the use of the licensee's name or the licensee's 

firm name by, or associating in business ventures with, any person or firm 

that is engaging in fraudulent or dishonest business or professional 

practices; 

 (11)  having knowledge of possible violations of any of these rules 

of professional conduct, and failing to provide the Division with the 

information and assistance necessary to make a final determination of such 

violation; 

 (12)  accepting and undertaking assignments when not qualified by 

education, experience and training, or that exceed the licensee's 

competency and ability in the specific technical fields of engineering or 

surveying involved; 

 (13)  affixing a signature or seal to any plans or documents dealing 

with subject matter in which the licensee lacks competence, or to any such 

plan or document not prepared under the licensee's responsible charge; 

 (14)  failing to ensure, when accepting assignments for coordination 

of an entire project, that each design segment is signed and sealed by the 

licensee responsible for preparation of that design segment; 



 (15)  revealing facts, data or information obtained in a professional 

capacity without the prior consent of the client or employer, except as 

authorized or required by law; 

 (16)  soliciting or accepting gratuities, directly or indirectly, 

from contractors, their agents, or other parties in connection with work 

for employers or clients; 

 (17)  failing to make full prior disclosures to employers or clients 

of potential conflicts of interest or other circumstances that could 

influence or appear to influence the licensee's judgment or the quality of 

the licensee's service; 

 (18)  accepting compensation, financial or otherwise, from more than 

one party for services pertaining to the same project, unless the 

circumstances are fully disclosed and agreed to by all interested parties; 

 (19) soliciting or accepting a professional contract from a 

government body with respect to which a principle or officer of the 

licensee's organization serves as a member; 

 (20)  if serving as a member, advisor, or employee of a government 

body or department while also serving as the principal or employee of a 

private concern, participating in decisions with respect to professional 

services offered or provided by the private concern to the governmental 

body with respect to which the licensee services; 

 (21)  falsifying or permitting representation or exaggeration of the 

academic or professional qualifications, the degree of responsibility in 

prior assignments, or the complexity of prior assignments, of the licensee 

or the licensee's associates; 

 (22)  misrepresenting pertinent facts concerning employers, 

employees, associates, joint ventures, or past accomplishments, in 

presentations incident to the solicitation of employment or business; 

 (23)  offering, giving, soliciting, or receiving, either directly or 

indirectly, any commission, gift, or other valuable consideration in order 

to secure work, or making any political contribution with the intent to 

influence the award of a contract by public authority; 

 (24)  attempting to injure, maliciously or falsely, directly or 

indirectly, the professional reputation, prospects, practice, or 

employment of other licensees, or indiscriminately criticizing another 

licensee's work; 

 (25)  receiving gratuities from material, product, or services 

suppliers for specifying or endorsing their goods or services; and 

 (26)  failing to fully disclose and obtain consent in writing of the 

principal employer and all interested parties prior to accepting or 

engaging in supplemental professional engineering, structural engineering, 

or land surveying services. 

 

R156-22-503.  Administrative Penalties. 

 (1) In accordance with Subsection 58-22-503, the following fine 

schedule shall apply to citations issued to individuals licensed under 

Title 58, Chapters 1 and 22: 



 

 TABLE 

 

 FINE SCHEDULE 

Violation           First Offense               Second Offense 

58-1-501(1)(a)        $  800.00                   $1,600.00 

58-1-501(1)(b)        $1,000.00                   $2,000.00 

58-1-501(1)(c)        $1,000.00                   $2,000.00 

58-1-501(1)(d)        $1,000.00                   $2,000.00 

58-22-501(1)          $  800.00                   $1,600.00 

58-22-501(2)          $  800.00                   $1,600.00 

58-22-501(3)          $  800.00                   $1,600.00 

58-22-501(4)          $  800.00                   $1,600.00 

58-22-501(5)          $  800.00                   $1,600.00 

  

 (2)  Citations shall not be issued for third offenses, except in 

extraordinary circumstances approved by the investigative supervisor.  If 

a citation is issued for a third offense, the fine is double the second 

offense amount, with a maximum amount not to exceed the maximum fine 

allowed under Subsection 58-22-503(1)(i). 

 (3)  If multiple offenses are cited on the same citation, the fine 

shall be determined by evaluating the most serious offense. 

 (4)  An investigative supervisor may authorize a deviation from the 

fine schedule based upon the aggravating or mitigating circumstances. 

 (5)  In all cases the presiding officer shall have the discretion, 

after a review of the aggravating and mitigating circumstances, to 

increase or decrease the fine amount based upon the evidence reviewed. 

 

R156-22-601.  Seal Requirements. 

 (1)  In accordance with Section 58-22-601, all final plans, 

specifications, reports, maps, sketches, surveys, drawings, documents and 

plats prepared by the licensee or prepared under the supervision of the 

licensee, shall be sealed in accordance with the following: 

 (a)  Each seal shall be a circular seal, 1-1/2 inches minimum 

diameter. 

 (b)  Each seal shall include the licensee's name, license number, 

"State of Utah", and "Professional Engineer","Professional Structural 

Engineer", or "Professional Land Surveyor" as appropriate. 

 (c)  Each seal shall be signed and dated with the signature and date 

appearing across the face of each seal imprint. 

 (d)  Each original set of final plans, specifications, reports, maps, 

sketches, surveys, drawings, documents and plats, as a minimum, shall have 

the original seal imprint, original signature and date placed on the cover 

or title sheet. 

 (e)  A seal may be a wet stamp, embossed, or electronically produced. 

 (f)  Copies of the original set of plans, specifications, reports, 

maps, sketches, surveys, drawings, documents and plats which contain the 



original seal, original signature and date is permitted, if the seal, 

signature and date is clearly recognizable. 

 (2)  A person who qualifies for and uses the title of professional 

engineer intern is not permitted to use a seal. 

KEY:  professional land surveyors, professional engineers, professional 

structural engineers 
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